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Sidney Museum & Archives Society​
 Special Board Meeting Minutes​

 Virtual Meeting ​
April 17, 2026 - 5:30 pm 

Present: 

Susan Mercer, Shannon Neustaeter, Peter Wainwright, Peggy Daytohn, Heather 
Corbett, Marie Savage, Ray Konrath, Michael Goodchild 

Regrets: 

Barbara Fallot, Peter Garnham 

1.​ Call to Order 

The special meeting was called to order at 5:34 pm by Board Chair, Susan 
Mercer, and quorum was confirmed. 

The Chair noted that the meeting had been called to address two time-sensitive 
matters: 

1.1.​ Repatriation of a First Nation item 
1.2.​ Staff compensation (in camera) 

1.1 Repatriation Request – Katie Jim / SE₭EMTENOT Walking Cane 

Michael Goodchild provided background on a repatriation request concerning a 
walking cane associated with Katie Jim / SE₭EMTENOT, wife of Tseycum 
(W̱SÍKEM) Chief Jim / SWEŦEMALT. 

Chief Vern Jacks, a Hereditary Chief from W̱SÍKEM, made the original request 
for the cane in 2020 and identified himself as a direct family descendant. Staff 
research in 2020 confirmed a family connection. It was noted that this request 
predated the Museum’s draft Repatriation Policy and was the impetus to create 
a repatriation policy. 

Michael explained that staff had raised this request with Tseycum Chief and 
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Council a number of times since 2020 and that they were aware of the request. 
The Board discussed and agreed that the item appeared to be a family object 
rather than one belonging to the Nation as a whole. 

MOTION: That the Board authorize the return of the walking cane associated 
with Katie Jim / SE₭EMTENOT to Chief Vern Jacks, provided staff are satisfied 
that he has provided reasonable proof of direct family relationship, and that 
staff notify Tseycum Chief and Council in writing once the return has taken 
place. 

Moved: Shannon Neustaeter​
Seconded: Peter Wainwright 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

MOTION: That the walking cane associated with Katie Jim / SE₭EMTENOT be 
deaccessioned from the Museum collection. 

Moved: Heather Corbitt​
Seconded: Ray Konrath 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

Michael Goodchild then left the meeting and the Board moved in camera at 5:47 pm 

It was noted that no regular Board meeting would be held the following Saturday, as two 
meetings had already taken place that month and there were no further items requiring 
Board consideration at that time. 

The next regular Board meeting will be held Saturday May 23, 2026. 

3.  Adjournment 

MOTION: To adjourn the meeting.​
Moved: Marie Savage 

Meeting Adjourned at 6:01 pm 

 

Page 2 

10


